
While we wait to begin:

Use the Q&A box to let us know what high 
achieving students means to you 



Presenters

Education Account Director

• Award-winning youth marketer

• HE marketing specialist

• Responsible for the success of over 70 
university clients’ media and marketing
campaigns

Lorna Greville
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+8m
Average monthly 

users on TSR

400,106
‘Young Thinkers’

Grow your 
grades: 

2,020 
monthly 

posts

275,696 
users in 

‘High Achievers’ 
segment
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Okay so let’s step back a bit

…what does it even mean to be a 
‘high achiever’? 



What do our overlap segments say? 

High achievers (275,696)A-level year 12-13 (512,829)

Segment name % overlap
Applying to university 52.0%
Young thinkers 13.5%
Careers and jobs 10.1%
Uni life 9.3%
Youth relationships 8.2%
Postgraduate applicant 6.0%
Medicine uni courses 5.3%
University of Cambridge 5.1%
Youth chatters 4.7%
Student finance 4.5%
University of Oxford 4.5%
Graduate jobs 4.3%
Accommodation hunters 3.7%

Segment name % overlap
High Achievers 27.9%
Applying to university 16.1%
Maths study help 6.0%
Young thinkers 5.3%
Chemistry study help 5.1%
Biology study help 4.5%
Careers and jobs 4.4%
Youth relationships 4.1%
Medicine uni courses 3.5%
Uni life 3.3%
Youth chatters 3.1%
Physics study help 2.8%
Student finance 2.5%

Data sourced from PowerBI 16/0620 and references 30 day 
segments from TSR’s DMP informed by user behavioural input
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High achieving students are 

• Fiercely competitive – with strangers, friends, family and most importantly with 
themselves 

• Often therefore, they are very anxious

• They are super interested in the world around them and often hold strong opinions



Super competitive! 
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Super competitive! 
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Over burdening themselves!



Overburdening themselves
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Key takeaways 
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Primary 
motivations



Options 2018
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32%
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31%

34%

45%

79%
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Other

Access to another course

Socialising

Mental stimulation / love of learning

Gain independence from home

Interest in chosen subject

Improved career prospects

"What would you say are the three most important reasons you have 
decided to go to university?"

Prospective undergraduates Current undergraduates

Source: Options 2018, The Student Room 
primary research 
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‘Why do different people choose different university degrees? 
Motivation and the choice of degree’

• Career concerns (Career)
• Interest in the subject (Interest), 
• Opportunity to help others (Helping) 
• Looking for an easy option to get into higher education 

(Loafing)

Source: https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2014.01244/full

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2014.01244/full
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Source: https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2014.01244/full

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2014.01244/full
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‘Why do different people choose different university degrees? 
Motivation and the choice of degree’

“medical degrees were chosen due to a mixture 
of Helping and Career, while engineering 
degrees were associated with Career and low 
Interest in the degree. The choice of arts and 
humanities degrees was driven by Interest and 
low concern about future career, accompanied 
with high Loafing.”

Source: https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2014.01244/full

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyg.2014.01244/full


Options 2018
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Other

Environmental policies

Student body involvement in political activism

University policy on an issue I am passionate about (e.g.
sexual harrassment, racism)

Sports facilities

Student community groups that match my interests

Student union facilities

Graduate scheme links

Nightlife

University ranking

Location

Course content

"Which of the following factors did you take into account 
when choosing a university?"

Prospective undergraduates Current undergraduates

Source: Options 2018, The Student Room 
primary research 



External data

Source: Hobsons primary research, published on THE in 2017
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/news/why-do-students-go-
university-and-how-do-they-choose-which-one

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/news/why-do-students-go-university-and-how-do-they-choose-which-one
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Content marketing



Content marketing

• Authoritative and authentic

• Student-centred 

• Huge reach, high engagement & high dwell 
time 
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Early engagement 



Strong conversion communication
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Key takeaways 
summary



Key takeaways Summary  
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Q&A



https://www.linkedin.com/in/lornagreville/

