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All about exams…

I would argue that what's unfair about examinations is the inconsistency in everyone's learning… 
but when those exams are taken away the inconsistent approaches widen that unfairness, rather 
than solves it… the examination system isn't very fit-for-purpose in the first place.  The problem is 
nobody in power has spent enough time being imaginative enough to remedy this.

I’m a yr 13 student and I hope they do, the other option would be TAGs which aren’t standardised at 
all, and imo very unfair. I was doing online learning from a phone bc my sisters were using our 
laptops but with the resources available like YouTube and I don’t think it’s that hard to catch-up, 
especially now schools are open and you can ask teachers to clarify things. 

As a year 11 I want exams to go ahead because I want grades that I worked for, not just a guess. I'm 
not saying past years didn't work for their grades in any way, however some teachers are biased 
and this results in massive grade inflation, meaning your grades are seen as lower in value than 
they are.
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I go to an underperforming college and have been hugely affected by the almost year of home 
learning. I am a SEND student so having face to face support is a necessary factor for me and not 
having that has put me at a huge disadvantage. I've had some severe mental health problems 
especially during and following the January lockdown of last year…Personally, I think for me TAGs 
would be fairer…

I don’t think some you actually understand the situation us students are in right now. I had a supply 
teacher 3/5 periods on the first day and we’ve been online for the last 2 days because of how hard 
covid has hit the staff at my school. Now I obviously don’t know how long that will go on but having 
supply teachers for alevel bio and chem [right now] isn’t the best. In addition the stress of having 
Tags aswell as the possibility of exams going ahead is too much on students. All my TAGs are on 
yr13 content, do I have anytime to revise and go over year 12 content ? Not really . Will my teachers 
have time to do over it ? Probably not. Now someone tell how standardised exams in may and June 
will be fair ?

912 votes. Promoted 6 - 12 Jan 2022
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All about exams…

556 votes. Promoted 7-11 Feb 2022

Some exam boards have a clear advantage over others in the exact same subjects. AQA 
lists almost the entire specification…OCR provides a concise list of topics…This is simply 

unfair.

Has anyone else had AQA block them from looking at the new spec? I found the geography one 
earlier but when I tried to look for the physics one, AQA blocked it saying it's part of their 

'security policy'. What's going on??

For Edexcel a level biology, chemistry and physics all say that they might still ask 
questions from topics that aren’t listed, so surely we still need to revise everything?

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/showthread.php?t=7166014
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I don't think… the idea of making pupils to sit some form of assessment to prove their knowledge 
in a subject [is] the issue, it's England's attitude towards exams and their irrational stubbornness 
(until university level) when it comes to how students must be assessed that's the issue. We need 
to start assessing pupils in a more diverse manner. 

My mental health does seem worse due to the stress piled on by exams and deadlines, particularly 
in subjects where there is a lot to remember. It also does not help when the teachers start to stress 
and put pressure on us. One of my teachers said to us the other day (and I quote this): "To be able 
to do well, you need to be having at least one mental breakdown a week"

I think exams generally fall at a difficult time in life, at 16 I was navigating relationships, at 18 I'm 
navigating uni applications and adulting in general, so I think a lot of factors contribute to poor 
mental health in exam periods, and I think a lot of people have it worse than me, e.g. learning 
difficulties such as dyslexia, difficult home situation etc.

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/showthread.php?t=7180751
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Some students feel under-informed 
and misunderstood
I said to my careers advisor I wanted to pursue an apprenticeship after sixth form and she told 
me to consider university. 

Reminds me of the time when I was in Year 13, the careers advisor basically said I wouldn't be 
able to get into university because I was doing a BTEC. 

[Yeah]  a lot of parents force their children to go uni. I believe its due to parents having high 
ambitions for their children or simply just having a lack of knowledge on the other routes after 

sixth form/college

I guess there’s a part of me that’s interested in uni and I think that I’d consider other options 
more harshly if my parents were open to other options… It’s like everyone thinks that uni is the 

only way.
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How could careers advice be better?
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In February, most were still awaiting 
offers
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When we asked if students had 
made their firm and insurance 
choices, 67% were still waiting 
for offers.

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/showthread.php?t=7163438


The Student Room

In February, most were still awaiting 
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Discussion thread 

First time UCAS applicant here. One thing that I didn't prepare for in this process, was the long, 
almost anxiety inducing wait to hear back from Universities… I am aware that right now 
admissions teams must be under such a huge amount of pressure, but the days since I've 
applied have felt longer than usual in the wait to hear about any offers. I have found myself with 
the tabs constantly open on my laptop, waiting to hear some news from my choices.

Our own brains can be our biggest enemy at times like these; we think of the worst case 
scenario almost straight away.

Clearing for me sounds like a bit of a nightmare if I’m honest, but I have to acknowledge the 
possibility as part of this process.

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/showthread.php?t=7159042
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decisions right now

338 votes.. Promoted 8 - 11 March 2022

1. A way to compare courses/unis
2. Course-specific info from unis
3. Info about the process
4. In-person open days

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/showthread.php?t=7179260
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Things to remember

1. Fewer lockdowns this year ≠ a return to normal for students
2. Exams are inextricably linked to mental health
3. Careers advice is ripe for optimising - work experience and 121s matter
4. Current applications want to be able to compare, get into the detail, and 

get the process right
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We are united by 
helping young 
people. 

Remember the ‘why’.


