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The Student Room

As the UK's largest online student community, we witness daily
the valuable exchange of support and advice among young
people. Learning from their experiences guides us in providing
meaningful support.

We have the opportunity and responsibility to amplify students'
voices, sharing their perspectives with those like you who aim
to support them. By listening to students and collaborating
across sectors, we strive to make a genuine impact on their
lives.




Highlights in this update .....

As a new cohort of Year 12 moved up to Year 13 status we asked
them at the start of term where they were in terms of university
shortlisting.

Life skills such as cooking and money management are the main
needs of students moving away to university this month.

Summer was all about relaxation for the TSR community when we

asked what their summer plans involved.

Almost half of Year 13 students were feeling overwhelmed at the
new academic year.

We asked students what influence their parents had in their uni
choices.

Over half of 2026 entry applicants have already started their
research on future careers, universities and courses.

What do students think universities are doing well?




1% Poll: Year 12s: how much have you decided about your uni application?

| know my ideal uni and course (108)
| know my ideal uni but not course (15)
| know my ideal course but not uni (92)

I'm not sure yet (34)

Tell us more about your answer in the thread! (5)

254 votes. Promoted 30 August — 6September 2024



https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/showthread.php?t=7517946

1l Poll: Freshers: what info do you need the most before starting uni?

Life skills ({cooking, cleaning, laundry etc) (20)

What | need to take to uni

Information on accommaodation (9)

Information on commuting to uni (3)

Student finance advice {10)

Money management (paying bills, student discounts, bank accounts etc)

Freshers activies/making friends (16)

Mental health and wellbeing at uni (11)

Academic support and study skills (17)

Something else (tell us more in the thread!) (3)

138 votes. Promoted 06 September — 13 September 2024



https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/showthread.php?t=7520249

1ls  Poll: What did you spend most of your time doing over summer?

Spending time with friends (10)
Spending time with family (37)
13.7%

| went travelling! (29)
10.74%

Working full-time (16)

Working part-time (19)

Doing all my hobbies (19)

Preparing for the next academic year (47)

Just relaxing (78)

Something else (tell us in the thread) (15)

270 votes. Promoted 13 September — 20 September 2024



https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/showthread.php?t=7524013

1l Poll: Year 13s: how are you feeling about the new academic year?

I'm feeling nervous (72)

I'm feeling excited! (30)

Indifferent (13)

I'm feeling overwhelmed (128)

Curious to see what's in store (18)

Something else (tell us in the thread!) (4)

265 votes. Promoted 20 September — 27 September 2024

2717%

11.32%

4.91%

48.3%

6.79%

1.51%



https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/showthread.php?t=7525405




2024 and 2025 entry prospective UGs: What are their parent(s)/carer(s) doing to support their

university applications?

We asked 2024 and 2025 entry respondents to
select from a list what their parent(s)/carer(s) had
done in relation to their university decision
making.

Most (91%) selected at least one step their
parent(s)/carer(s) had taken in relation to their
university application. Most frequently, they had
accompanied them to a university open day (57%) or
paid for their open day travel (52%).

Compared to May 2023 research*, respondents were
more likely to say that their parents had accompanied
them (57% cf. 49%) or paid for their travel to an open
day (52% cf. 40%). These changes may be reflective
of the survey being conducted later in the cycle (July
24 vs May 23), with Y12s (now Y13s) perhaps having
attended their first open days in the June/early July
period.

Find out more about how parent(s)/carer(s)

are influencing prospective UG decision
making in our summary, here.

Methodology: Online survey

Audience: 2024 and 2025 entry UGs, aged 16+
Fieldwork: 5t — 8t July 2024

Base: 332 respondents

Q: Have your parent(s)/carer(s) done any of the following in relation to your university
application decision making? (Multiple response question)

Paid for your travel to a university open day _ 52%

Helped you narrow down university choices o
I 44%
Parents also had a role

. 40% in rejecting
Suggested courses you should consider I 407 universities.
In the July 24 research,
Discouraged you from choosing certain 31% 41% said their
universities || G0l 34% parent(s)/carer(s) had

discouraged them from
choosing certain
universities and/or
courses.

Suggested universities you hadn’t thought of I 317

Discouraged you from choosing certain courses -2222/3/0

None of the above I 3://;’ May-23
mJul-24

@= The Student Room

(J Insight

*Responses are compared to The Student Room’s May 2023 research with 2023 and 2024 entry UGs aged 16+ (base: 829)


https://tsrmatters.com/influence-of-parents-on-uni-choice-download-request/

The Student Room

Q: When do you plan to start researching...? (Grid question)

iime 2 ime 4 e 4

67%
63%

10% 1%

0
6% 49 3%, . 3% % . 4% oo,
- | —

Future careers you could consider Which course to choose Which universities to apply to

m Already started ®Y12 = Summer holidays between Y12 and 13 = Y13 or later m Not sure

@5 The Student Room
. Insight

Got questions? To find out how we can meet your research needs or to add your own confidential ad hoc or tracking questions to our monthly TSR Asks surveys, please contact us: hello@tsrinsight.com



The Student Room

Q: Thinking about the universities that you’re currently researching, which, if any,
of the following do you think they’re doing well...? (Single response question)

Helping me understand what the course _ 649%
would be like °
Sending me useful information about the _ 499
university 0
Providing information to help with my _ 449
application (e.g., personal statement tips) 0
Providing a good experience at open days

Making me feel | would be welcome

Helping me prepare for university _ 28%

Helping me connect with other students - 15% On average, each

respondent selected

None of these [l 8% 2.8 different things they
felt universities were
doing well.

@5 The Student Room

[ J Insight

Got questions? To find out how we can meet your research needs or to add your own confidential ad hoc or tracking questions to our monthly TSR Asks surveys, please contact us: hello@tsrinsight.com
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September
registrations on site

2,042
Year 11

5,400
Year 12

6,589

Year 13
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Native Email Push
ads notifications

(coming soon)

Audience [I: highly engaged with uni

We recognise that all
Build awareness . o .
universities are different and

Direct response brand recognition can differ
Intro sign-up from institution to institution.

coneept drive That's why we'll ‘warm up’

Audience 2: no current awareness audiences based on their

awareness level of your
~university, then deliver key

Direct response event messaging at the time

Intro Awareness Awareness  Sign-up sign-up that’s right for them.
concept building building drive drive




The Student Room

Discussion Partnership — Coming December

Discussion Partnerships offer an exciting new
opportunity to build recognition and affinity through key
conversations on The Student Room. Sign up
Giving you exclusive partnership status for key university S
application discussions in your subjects or regions of
focus, your brand awareness will be boosted, driving
engagement all year long. In partnership with

The University of Law

* » Dolhave a competitive applicatio...

Mant to know more about them?

With an always in view “In Partnership with...” space on
both the site and app, this annual partnership delivers
extensive brand visibility and long-term association with
high-intent student discussions, helping your institution
stand out in a competitive market.

3 weeks ago

Do | have a competitive application

for Law 2025

userd3637388

Regional: Partner of high intent discussions tagged as
Appllcatlons & UCAS and A_Levels Hi. I'm applying to KCL, LSE, UCL, Sheffield and Surrey

for Law 2025 entry. I've been predicted A*AA and take
. . . Histary nment and Politics and Psychology, My
Subject: Partner for all discussions related to your GCSES were 98887777665 and | have ot taken my
- . . MAT yet but would love to be given a rough idea on
ChOSen Su bJeCt natlonW|de . 'i-h:rc mt.-' LINAT schc-rc shla;lrd t]c at. | '-.'.--:qu:]:Ir love for

some insight on whether | have a competitive application

for UCL, LSE and KCL in particular, and any tips anyone

You will have ownership for 50 weeks of the year may have.
(excluding Results Week and following week) &0 FERspo
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